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COVID-19

California enters ‘endemic’ phase
By Hailey Fargo
STAFF WRITER

Gov. Gavin Newsom
announced a plan Thursday
making California the first
state to move toward an
“endemic” approach to the
coronavirus pandemic.
This
approach
concentrates on making the
COVID-19
vir us
m an a g e a b l e
for
communities to live with as
more people become fully
vaccinated.
Almost 83% of California
residents are vaccinated as
of Tuesday, according to
the California government
tracking
COVID-19
webpage.
“We are moving past
the crisis phase into a
phase where we will work
to live with this virus,”
Newsom said in a Thursday
news conference.
Shahbaz
Mansahia,
San Jose State international
student and software
engineering
graduate
student, said he approves
of the state’s endemic
approach.
“I’m kind of glad that
it’s happening because
it’s a symbol for a return
to normalcy to a certain
extent and looking at the
vaccination rates within,”
he said. “I don’t know about
California, but at least in the
Bay Area . . . we’re moving to
a world after the pandemic
to a certain extent.”
Newsom’s administration
developed
a
name
representative of key
elements in the endemic
approach:
SMARTER.
The acronym stands for
shots, masks, awareness,
readiness,
testing,
education, and Rx, which
refers to the improvement
of COVID-19 treatments,
according to a Thursday

Gov. Newsom’s ‘SMARTER’ outbreak response
In the event of a coronavirus outbreak under the new California endemic phase of
the pandemic, Newsom aims to establish infrastructure that includes:

500,000
tests

75 million
masks

up to 200,000
vaccinations
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ABC news article.
The plan outlines specific
goals including supplying
75 million masks, providing
up to 200,000 vaccinations
and 500,000 tests daily in
the event of a COVID-19
outbreak, according to the
ABC article.

added to areas experiencing
a COVID-19 surge within
three weeks, according to
the same article.
$1.9 million has been
approved to increase
hospital staffing and
increase
COVID-19
vaccination and testing

laboratory testing capacity,
data
collection,
and
investigations regarding
outbreaks according to the
same article.
California lifted its mask
mandate on Feb. 16, however
Santa Clara County did not
lift its local indoor masking

There’s been a drive on most university campuses to get
people either vaccinated or to get regularly tested if they are
unvaccinated. For now, it doesn’t change much besides the
fact that you can see a return to normalcy on the horizon for
the university.
Shahbaz Mansahia
SJSU software engineering graduate student

In accordance with distribution.
Another requirements, according to
Newsom’s plan, 3,000 $1.7 billion included in the a county press release.
medical workers will be plan will be used to improve
Kenneth
Mashinchi,

SJSU senior director of
strategic communications
and media relations, said
the university will continue
to comply with state and
county public health
guidelines, including the
indoor mask mandate.
“As we transition into
an endemic approach to
COVID-19, it is imperative
we continue to follow safety
measures, like washing our
hands and staying home
when we feel sick, and get
vaccinated with the booster
shot,” Mashinchi said.
Shahbaz Mansahia said
he feels the state’s endemic
approach doesn’t change
the university’s approach
to COVID-19 protocols
after classes returned
to in-person instruction
on Feb. 14.
“I don’t think it means
much for this semester

at least because we are
following the masking
protocols,
if
you’re
going to class wearing
masks
and
stuff,”
Mansahia said. “There’s
been a drive on most
university campuses to get
people either vaccinated
or to get regularly tested
if they are unvaccinated.
For now, it doesn’t change
much besides the fact
that you can see a return
to normalcy on the
horizon for the university.”

Follow Hailey on Twitter
@haileyfargo

CAMPUS IMAGES

PHOTOS BY EVAN REINHARDT

Left: data analytics graduate student Dhruv Jain serves up a volleyball during the International
House Lawn Games Tuesday on Tower Lawn. Jain, an international student from India, said
he played volleyball in the past and had to join in when he saw a social media post about the
gathering. “We’re from outside the country so this helps us get to know the culture,” he said.
Above: Economics junior Juan Donato (center) and Jain (right) leap into the air to hit a volleyball
over the net. The International House hosts its Lawn Games gathering once a month.
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Time to ditch toxic social media
Don Le
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It’s time to delete Facebook
and Instagram from our lives.
The negative publicity
among mainstream news
media including CNN and
Fox News, the seemingly
endless controversies coming
out of the company, and
proven downsides to using
the detrimental applications
continue to proliferate
and show no signs of
slowing down.
They waste the user’s time,
energy and smartphone
battery.
With the recent drop in the
company’s stock price and
the news that the European
Union is considering banning
Facebook and Instagram,
it is now time for us to
reflect: Would our lives be
better without Facebook
and Instagram?
I believe they would.
Once the poster child of the
tech company startup boom
in the beginning of the 21st
century, Facebook, or Meta
as of October 2021, is now
linked to the degradation of
our democracy, mental health
and online privacy.
Facebook acquired
Instagram for $1 billion

in 2012, according to an
April 9, 2012 Facebook
news release.
Former Facebook employee
and whistleblower Frances
Haugen’s revelations over the
past five months prove
Facebook and Instagram
spread misinformation while
causing divisiveness,
confidence issues and social
media addiction among users.
There is blatantly false
information spread
haphazardly throughout
the social media service.
According to a Feb. 18
Washington Post article,
Haugen recently filed two
whistleblower complaints to
the Securities and Exchange
Commission alleging that
Facebook allowed climate
change and coronavirus
misinformation on its site.
Meta knew Instagram
caused depression in teenage
girls but the company did
nothing because it would hurt
its profits, according to a
Sept. 14, 2021 Wall Street
Journal article.
In a 2014 study published in
the Social Indicators Research
journal, Jean M. Twenge, a
San Diego State University
psychology professor, found
that more people reported
systems of depression than
in the ’80s.
With the advent of the
internet and social media
over the last 40 years, I’m not
surprised. It’s highly addicting
and whether we like it or not,

ILLUSTRATION BY BIANCA RADER

it’s an integral part of most
children’s lives now.
According to “Glow Kids:
How Screen Addiction Is
Hijacking Our Kids,” a
book about technology
addiction among children
by psychologist Nicholas
Kardaras, social media
causes an increase in
dopamine levels in human
beings’ brains.
As college students, we
know how addicting and
gratifying it is to get
notifications, likes
and comments from
Facebook – imagine how
much that effect is multiplied
for children and teenagers.
“Many of Facebook’s
internal research reports
indicate that Facebook has a
serious negative harm on
a significant portion of
teenagers and younger, and
children… Facebook knows
that its amplification
algorithms, things like

engagement based ranking on
Instagram, can lead children
from very innocuous topics
like healthy recipes to
anorexia promoting content
over a very short period of
time,” Haugen said in an
Oct. 5 testimony before
the United States Senate
Commerce Committee.
Social media is not
a substitute for real-life
connections with other
human beings and Facebook
causes you to overly judge
yourself and compare yourself
to others.
I don’t see Facebook ever
being banned in the U.S.
considering how profitable
it is for the country’s bottom
line but that soon might
change for our European
friends across the
Atlantic Ocean.
According to a Sept. 9 2020
Wall Street Journal article, a
European privacy regulator in
Ireland has ordered Meta to

suspend European data
transfers to their U.S. servers.
If this order goes through
the European courts,
Facebook will essentially
be banned in Europe.
Living in a world without
the toxicity of Facebook and
Instagram; I’m jealous of our
European counterparts.
With all these proven
negative health effects caused
by Facebook and Instagram,
there is no upside to using
these platforms unless you’re
a social media addict.
It’s not the 2010s anymore.
Facebook isn’t a new or cool
thing to use anymore; it’s
proven to be a harmful and
highly addictive social media
platform that we need to stop
using right now.
#uninstallfacebook

Follow Don on
Twitter @sjsudonle
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We need to talk about predators
Acknowledging a beloved artist’s contributions and a man’s sins
By Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITER

“We Need to Talk About Cosby” is a
revealing four-part documentary series
by writer and director W. Kamau Bell
that explores how comedian and
actor Bill Cosby went from “America’s
Dad” to America’s alleged sexual
predator grandpa.
The Showtime docuseries is filmed
in talking head style, which is when
someone talks to the camera or closely
off to the side in an interview setting,
according to the American Society of
Cinematographers.
The American Society of
Cinematographers is an organization
with a mission of advancing the
arts and sciences of cinematography
according to its website.
Bell’s series tries to answer the
question, “Who is Bill Cosby?”
How does one begin to describe him?
In the series, some people responded
with various “ehhh” and “arghh” noises
while contemplating an accurate
description.

The docuseries depicts
a blender of emotions,
constantly flowing
from nostalgia to
creepiness and hilarity
to devastation.

Bell said in the docuseries that many
people declined to speak about Cosby
but some “intelligent, brave and funny
folks said yes.”
Several people in the docuseries,
including Bell, said the reason it was
difficult for people to speak about
Cosby was because the
African American comedian, actor

and producer, played a major role in
the development of a more positive
portrayal of Black people on television
even though he was later convicted of
sexual assault.
The show illustrates how truly
amazing Cosby was as an entertainer
who served as representation for
Black families in the ’80s to early ’90s.
He was the entertainment star who
played the iconic, fictional character of
Cliff Huxtable on “The Cosby Show.”
“You could watch him and enjoy him
as a cool educated Black man,”
Renée Graham, associate editor for the
Boston Globe said in the docuseries.
“You didn’t see other Black people
on TV.”
The show starts by providing
background information regarding
Cosby’s contributions to the Black
community including fighting for
Black stunt performers instead of
white stuntmen doing blackface.
The series was a little slow and a
little unprofessional but it’s also what
made it feel more like a conversation
than a documentary.
“We Need to Talk about Cosby” is
a well done and unbiased story that
balances Cosby’s iconic career and
barrier-breaking accomplishments with
the reality of his life as a
sexual predator.
In 2018 Cosby was convicted of
drugging and sexually assaulting a
woman but was later cleared on
June 30, 2021, according to a
June 30, 2021 New York Times article.
During the end of the first episode,
ex-playboy bunny Vicki Carbe, or
“Victoria Valentino,” recalls a time
Cosby gave her pills to “make us all feel
better.” There’s nothing but silence and
her words, no cutaway, no music,
just emotion.
The docuseries depicts a blender
of emotions, constantly flowing from
nostalgia to creepiness and hilarity
to devastation.
Viewers are exposed to how
“America’s Dad” wasn’t the nice funny
guy he portrayed himself to be.
Marc Lamont Hill, a professor at
Temple University, said in the series
that Cosby gave viewers a very clear

pattern of his disgusting behavior.
In a 1991 interview with
Larry King, Cosby said that Spanish Fly,
a substance used to drug women, was
“a thing that all boys will still be
searching for.” Cosby went into heavy
detail about taking a drop equal to the
size of the head of a pin and putting it
in a girl’s drink.

There will continue to be stories of
public figures ruining their reputations
all on their own.
Kevin Spacey, an actor who left
an indelible mark on stage, screen
and cinema, now sits in Hollywood
purgatory because he was accused
of multiple instances of sexual
misconduct.

Growing up means facing reality. You start
to find your own code of ethics and find
out your parents could be wrong. What
happens when the stars you idolized aren’t
the human beings you thought they were?

“If I just go by what Bill Cosby
tells me, I know he’s a creep,”
Lamont Hill said.
Bell said at the end of the docuseries
that he almost gave up on the series
because he wanted to maintain the
memories of Bill Cosby he had as a kid.
And he can, if he watches the
TV characters Cosby played instead
of focusing on who he was as a person.
The question is can you, and should
you, separate an entertainer from
their work?
A fan can look at someone’s pop
culture influence while also noting they
aren’t a good human. In this
case, Cosby was a predator, a narcissist,
a creep and the list continues.
Cosby’s characters were an influence
on the Black community and a form
of security for people growing up in
the ’70s and ’80s.
“We Need to Talk About Cosby”
addresses the reality. Growing up
means facing reality. You start to find
your own code of ethics and find out
your parents could be wrong. What
happens when the stars you idolized
aren’t the human beings you thought
they were?
This question isn’t going away.

Spacey is in a number of praised
films like “American Beauty,”
“Baby Driver,” and Netflix’s series
“House of Cards.” Can we separate this
work in cinema from his accusations?
The “We Need to Talk About Cosby”
series ended by pointing out that this
dilemma still exists in society today.
“The Cosby Show” interviewee
and victim, Lili Bernard said at the
end of the docuseries that “it’s not
just Bill Cosby, its misogyny, its
hatred towards women, its
generations of this.”
If you were one of the people saying
you didn’t know, now you know.
The four-episode docuseries is
out now streaming on Showtime.

Follow Jennifer on Twitter
@kyIojen
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Anime crosses a line by fetishizing kids
By Jamie Bennett

things took a turn.
There were some scenes
showing Akebi’s feet in close
As a long-time fan of anime, detail that weren’t inherently
I am well aware of the blatant sexual, so I didn’t notice them
sexualization of women in at the time. My perspective
anime. Although many times changed when Akebi met
I’ve been able to rationalize Kizaki-chan, her first friend
those issues,there has been one in the anime.
anime this season that I just
Akebi met Kizaki alone in
can’t ignore.
a classroom as Kizaki clipped
Released in January 2022, the her toenails then sniffed
anime “Akebi’s Sailor Uniform” the nail clipper.
or “Akebi-chan no Sailor-fuku”
starts off as a light-hearted
story about middle-school girls,
ages 12 to 13, and their journey
as teenagers.
This particular anime is
licensed and promoted by
Crunchyroll, a San Franciscobased streaming site that was
recently bought by Sony in
December 2020.
Akebi-chan,
the
main
character, grew up in the
countryside of Japan and
attended all her classes in
one classroom.
I was quite taken aback by
Upon starting middle this scene.
school, she realizes
she
Why else would a character’s
stands out because she wears feet be used as a plot device
the
sailor
uniform
her other than to excite those with
mother sewed.
foot fetishes?
Wearing that uniform has
But it only gets worse.
been her dream, especially since
By the third episode, Akebi
her mother wore a similar one and her classmates decide
in middle school. Even though to have a contest of who has
Akebi knew she might be picked the best legs. Akebi then asks
on, she wore her uniform Tanigawa, one of her quieter
with pride.
classmates, to show her legs.
At this point in the story,
While at first Tanigawa shuts
I thought I’d found a gem. The down their game and calls it
whole concept of the anime “indecent,” she ends up sending
was unique and the animation pictures of her legs to Akebi
was amazing, with a very when she’s home.
detailed depiction of a rural
The next scene begins in
Japanese
landscape,
so Tanigawa’s room, the camera
I continued watching.
panning down to her feet
As the show continued, and legs. Tanigawa then

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

proceeds to take a picture
of herself and discovers that
she actually enjoys taking
revealing pictures.
Embarrassed
by
what
she’s done, Tanigawa deletes
the photos but accidentally
sends the most revealing
one to Akebi.
I can understand why this
scene was used as a plot device.
Tanigawa represents the Seiso,
or clean and pure character

“Fate/kaleid liner Prisma Illya,”
a trending series in Japan
about three prepubescent girls
dressed in skimpy clothing
who fight monsters.
These Loli characters are
becoming increasingly popular,
with at least one Loli character
in each anime. While some
think these characters may be
harmless because they’re just
animated, the fact that these
characters were designed

While some think these characters may be harmless
because they’re just animated, the fact that these
characters were designed to have child-like bodies
and mannerisms makes them dangerous.
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following the lives of four
elementary school children as
they explore nature.
What type of fans are the
animators trying to entertain
with this type of imagery?
I’ve discovered these fans
in the comments on the
popular anime streaming site
Crunchyroll. One user said,
“Whoever assigned animating
the feet. They should be
awarded.”
People like this are dangerous
because they obviously enjoy
or feel aroused by the thought
of a child’s feet.
Being attracted to an
animated child is no different
than a real child because both
are children. One isn’t morally
better than the other.
According to a 2020 study
by the University of Oregon,
Lolis are prevalent in Japanese
media and they portray
young and underage girls as
sexually desirable.
With
anime
becoming
more popular in America,
I can’t imagine how anime will
influence fans.
I
believe
Crunchyroll
should remove this anime
and similar anime including
“Domestic Girlfriend” and
“My First Girlfriend is a Gal”
from its collection.
With how often underage
characters are sexualized
in anime, to the point where
there is a separate genre for
shows with them, I don’t
believe that change will
happen anytime soon.
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